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to the view that Aristotle regarded comedy as a comparatively low form 
of literature. By a careful analysis of the terms employed by Aristotle 
the author shows that when tragedy and comedy are contrasted to the 
disadvantage of the latter, it is the old Attic comedy to which reference 
is made. On the other hand, when Aristotle declares that poetry is more 
significant than history he gives reference to the Middle Comedy — suffi- 
cient indication that comedy as such does not suffer under his con- 
demnation. 

Comedy equally with tragedy is an idealized representation of the 
significant portions of human experience. Comedy differs from tragedy 
in its point of view and in the nature of its appeal. The dominating 
mood of tragedy is that of finality; its appeal is to the emotions. The 
appeal of comedy is to the imagination; its point of view is given by its 
persistent recognition of contingency. From a genuine appreciation of 
comedy we gain not merely a view of the life and character presented, 
but a shadowing of the permanent reality beyond this life and character. 
The true comic insight is such as is able to grasp a situation in its 
totality, to regard events, human acts and feelings in their relation to a 
fundamental truth, and so to bring out the incongruities of human life 
and human character. 

Because of its necessary reference to a reality beyond the given, com- 
edy is metaphysical or religious. Chance, the accidental, are character- 
ized by their incongruity with the known laws of the universe. As the 
perception of the incongruity of the events on the comic stage with the 
fundamental reality gives occasion for laughter, so could we but see with 
the eye of omniscience the fundamental reality with which chance and 
the accidental are incongruous, we should find " in circumstance and fate, 
in virtue and folly, and even in our own defeat and death, room for the 
pure laughter of the spirit." 

Edith Henry Johnson. 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. January, 1908. The Pragma- 
tist Account of Truth and its Misunderstandings (pp. 1-17) : William 
James. - Critics of pragmatism have made the following fallacious ob- 
jections. Pragmatism is (1) a reediting of positivism; (2) primarily an 
appeal to action; (3) precludes right to believe in ejective realities; 
(4) precludes realism in epistemology; (5) what pragmatists say is in- 
consistent with their saying so; (6) pragmatism explains not what truth 
is, but only how it is arrived at; (7) pragmatism ignores the theoretic 
interest; (8) pragmatism is shut up to solipsism. The Ground of the 
Time Illusion (pp. 18-29) : H. A. Overstreet. - For idealism time is 
illusory appearance. Its illusory character is illusion of perspective, 
motived chiefly by egotism through undue emphasis on present moment. 
The result is division of self, and the remedy is to put the whole self into 



110 TEE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPEY 

each moment. In this way the perfect self is timeless. Matter in An- 
cient and Modern Philosophy (pp. 30-41) : C. F. Keary. - Modern think- 
ing, owing to its familiarity with science, sets the a priori of time before 
the a priori of reason, and the result is the notion of brute matter. 
What is the Function of a General Theory of Value? (pp. 42-62) : 
Wilbur Urban. - Changes in actual human values have shifted the philo- 
sophical center of gravity from problem of knowledge to problem of 
values. Various sciences study different types of value. A general 
theory of value is required which shall comprehend all spheres of human 
values. Discussion. Determinism in Motives: a Reply (pp. 63-65) : 
Bernard C. Ewer. - Motives antedate and thereby cause decisions. Mo- 
tives are not, however, conceived as terminated before decision begins. 
Determinism and Indeterminism in Motives: a Rejoinder. G. W. Cun- 
ningham. - Causation of decision by motives is inconsistent with the 
claim that decision is undetermined. Reviews of Boohs: James Mark 
Baldwin, Thought and Things: Vol. I., Functional Logic or Genetic 
Theory of Knowledge: J. E. Creighton. Mary Whiton Calkins, The 
Persistent Problems of Philosophy: Ellen Bliss Talbot. Henri Bergson, 
L 'evolution creatrice: B. H. Bode. Notices of New Books. Summaries 
of Articles. Notes. 

EIVISTA FILOSOFICA. August-September-October, 1907. Che 
Cosa Consti (pp. 425-457) : B. Varisco. - A criticism of Ormond's 
" Concepts of Philosophy." Exception is taken to the extreme emphasis 
on consciousness and to the monism of the work criticized. Primary 
data of consciousness are existence of myself, of other subjects, and of 
other things not subjects. Valore e abitudine (pp. 458-474) : S. 
Tedeschi. - One type of esthetic satisfaction is in the presentation of a 
given type, yielding the impression of the normal as contrasted with the 
abnormal. This is a product of habit. Fede e ragione (pp. 475-493) : 
G. Salvadori. - Continued. Beason can not exhaust the content of 
reality. Since the moral consciousness is the highest product of natural 
evolution, nature may exhibit purpose in this direction. Faith need not 
contradict science; but may complete it. La, Posizione logica del rap- 
porto givridico (pp. 493-498) : L. Miranda. - Back to Hegel. Questioni 
di attualita (pp. 499-527) : L'anticlericcdismo gi. vi. - The present anti- 
clerical movement, though called a Catholic movement, is not so. It is 
not a liberal movement, therefore not democratic. Kuno Fischer e lo 
" spirito" : A. Faggi. -A discussion of Kuno Fischer's "TJeber den Witz." 
The spirito (= Witz) is, according to Fischer, the appreciation of the comic, 
which is at the opposite pole from the sublime. Rassegna Bibliografica 
(pp. 528-544) : Opere di: A. Banucci, G. Trivero, Z. Zini, F. de Sarlo, 
G. Calo. II Congresso di Parma (pp. 545-555) : P. F. Nicoli. Discus- 
sioni sulla Itberta (pp. 556-569) : G. Cal6, B. Varisco : Sommari delle 
riviste straniere. Libri ricevuti. 
Diels, Hermann. Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker. Zweiter Auflage, 

zweiter Band, erster Halfte. Berlin: Weidmannsche Buchhandlung. 

1907. Pp. viii + 864. 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 111 

Ginneken, Jae. van. Principes de linguistique psychologique. Essai de 
synthese. Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz. 1907. Pp. viii + 552. 10 M. 

Grasset, Joseph. The Semi-Insane and the Semi-Responsible. Trans- 
lated by Smith Ely Jelliffe, M.D. New York and London: Funk & 
Wagnalls Co. 1907. Pp. xxxv + 415. $2.50. 

Lloyd, Alfred H. The Will to Doubt. An essay in philosophy for the 
general thinker. London: Swan Sonnensehein & Co.; New York: 
The Macmillan Co. 1907. Pp. x + 285. $1.25 net. 

Surbled, Georges. Le sous-moi. Paris: A. Maloine. Pp. 153. 

Wood, Mary Hay. Plato's Psychology in its Bearing on the Develop- 
ment of Will. London, New York, and Toronto: Henry Frowde, 
Oxford University Press. 1908. Pp. 62. 2s. 6d. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and 
Scientific Methods 

Gentlemen: Having just read with much interest Dr. Morton 
Prince's " Discussion " in Vol. V., No. 3, of your Journal, I think it 
worth while to suggest to him and to psychologists in general that an 
agreement in relation to the questions under consideration would prob- 
ably be reached if we would all avoid the use of the word " subconscious " 
altogether. 

The word consciousness is employed in two senses ; first, as the equiva- 
lent of psychic existence as such, as when one discusses the hypothetical 
consciousness of the plants; and second, as the equivalent of awareness, 
as when one says that he was so interested in meeting an old friend at 
the opera that he had no consciousness of the music. 

I take it that when men like Janet and Prince defend the existence 
of the "subconscious," they mean to claim that there are psychic exist- 
ents which do not involve awareness. 

Their opponents, on the other hand, are accustomed to think in terms 
of consciousness as the equivalent of awareness; and have never gone 
beyond the objection that to speak of subconscious consciousness is a 
contradiction in terms; an objection they are justified in pressing so long 
as they are not made to understand the manner in which Janet and 
Prince and those whom they represent use the word subconscious. 

Whether we follow Janet and Prince as I do, or do not follow them, 
we must agree that what they are talking of when they speak of sub- 
conscious states, are states which are by hypothesis not in the field of 
attention, but which nevertheless are psychic existents. Hence I suggest 
that we all agree to use the term inattentive consciousness, or subattentive 
consciousness, instead of the term subconsciousness. I think this pro- 
cedure would clear away most of the difficulties found by the opponents 
of Janet and Prince, and would lead psychologists in general to a better 
comprehension of the important light that is thrown upon the nature 



